Worksheet 1: Great news but not for all family members
(2 pages)
Task 1: Read the following text on your own, please.
Home after work, Mr. Evans puts a huge parcel from the
city’s best pastry shop on the kitchen table.
Mr. Evans: Hi, Melanie, how are things going?
Mrs. Evans: Hi, John, quite well. What about all that
marvelous pastry? As I see, you didn’t spare
any expense.
Mr. Evans: Oh, yes!
Mrs. Evans: Let me guess, perhaps a salary raise?
Mr. Evans: You are right on the whole, but the news is much better.
Where are the children?
Matthew: Here I am! When I hear the word ‘pastry’ . . . I’ll call Olivia.
(The family gathers around the kitchen table fixing the pastry parcel.)
Matthew: So get it out, Dad. I have an appointment with two friends for bowling. But I won’t
miss the pastry banquet.
Mr. Evans: (clearing his throat) I never told you that my company was planning to open a new
branch, because negotiations took at least two years without any result. Now the
bosses had come to terms. We will open a branch in Chicago during the next few
months. They are looking for a great office and a house for us . . .
Mrs. Evans: Am I right? We will transfer to Chicago? And we will live in a nice house? That’s
great news! Can you tell us a bit more?
Mr. Evans: Sure, you won’t believe it, but I have been appointed CEO of the new Chicago
branch.
Matthew: (together with his mother) CEO?
Mr. Evans: CEO! That means a much higher salary and a lot of privileges.
Olivia:
(trying to blink back tears): Does that mean we’ll move to Chicago, Dad?
Mr. Evans: Oh yes! Imagine, in the new house you’ll have your own rooms and you won’t
have to make long bus trips to school.
Olivia:
(crying) But I enjoy the talks in the bus. That’s where I meet my friends.
Mrs. Evans: You’ll find new friends in Chicago quite soon.
Matthew: Olivia, don’t fuss! I have lots of mates here, but we’ll find new friends in our new
schools.
Mrs. Evans: Matthew is right. Think of that huge city! There are lots of facilities, for example
more than twenty public beaches in the city; you can reach some of them in five
minutes by foot from the business district. And my cousin Liza lives near Chicago.
I’ll phone her tomorrow. She’ll be happy that we can see each other on a regular
basis.
Olivia:
And what about my Spanish course?
Matthew: Do you think that there are no Spanish courses in Chicago?
Olivia:
(still sobbing) And grandma?
Mr. Evans: Naturally I thought of grandma! If she agrees, we’ll take her with us.
Voc: to spare no expense: keine Kosten scheuen; a salary raise [AmE]/rise [BrE]: Gehaltserhöhung; to clear
one’s throat: sich räuspern; CEO: chief executive officer: Geschäftsführer, Generaldirektor; don’t fuss!
Mach kein Theater! mates: friends; huge: very big; facilities: Einrichtigungen, Möglichkeiten
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Task 2: Work in teams of four students. Reread the text in allotted characters. Then discuss
the following questions in your team, please:
What does the text reveal about family relationships?
What is more important: friends or family members?
What is the difference between Matthew and Olivia regarding friendship?
To compare your findings with those of other classmates, cross groups, that is, send a selected
member to another group. At the end, discuss your results in plenary.
Voc.: in allotted characters: mit verteilten Rollen
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

2 – UE 2

aus: De Florio-Hansen, Unterrichtseinheiten Englisch für die Praxis. © Narr Francke Attempto Verlag GmbH + Co. KG

Worksheet 2: Matthew and Olivia are quite different (2 pages)
Task 3: Please, read the two characterizations on your own:
Matthew, a fifteen-year-old handsome guy, attends a (senior) high school in Pasadena,
Texas. In his spare time, he is very busy. He is practicing different types of sports,
especially swimming and bowling. His other preferences and interests reach from
English literature, above all Shakespeare, to natural sciences such as biology and
chemistry. He has a great number of friends at school and in the different clubs he is a
member of, but he has no best friend. He has never aimed at finding a BFF (Best Friend
Forever). There is always someone who shares one of his particular interests, but no
one covers them all. Among his numerous friends are also three girls. Matthew enjoys
being at the focus of attention. He is not very different from most youngsters in the
US. Americans move quite often from one place to another across the US. Therefore,
friendships that last a lifetime are quite rare and it is considered a useful characteristic
to be able to make friends everywhere and quickly.
Voc.: handsome: gut aussehend, attraktiv

Olivia, thirteen years old, attends a Charter School quite far away from home. Every
day she spends about two hours in the school bus. It was very difficult for her to give up
her friends to whom she was very close during the time in elementary school. Now she
has found a new friend, Elena, a girl of Argentinian origin, who quite soon became her
BFF. Furthermore, Olivia has a strong relationship with her grandmother. During the
week, she spends at least two afternoons at grandma’s home. Like Matthew, Olivia
loves to attract attention, but she is too shy to take the initiative.
Voc.: Charter School: a public school that operates independently of the established school
system; most Charter Schools are an example of alternative education

Task 4: In groups of four, reread the texts aloud. Everyone reads a short paragraph.
Then, one group member should answer the questions of the other three. Start with
simple questions and go over to more difficult ones so that the content of the two texts
is clear to all of you at the end. Try to go ahead, but in case of difficulties get help from
your teacher.
Take notes, please:
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................
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Task 5 (homework): Matthew is in a close relationship with his ‘little’ sister. Imagine a
dialogue in which he explains to Olivia the advantages of Chicago in comparison to
Pasadena, Texas. Have a look at the introductory paragraphs at the internet. Compare
the English version
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago (last accessed Jan. 2016)
to the German one:
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago (last accessed Jan. 2016).
Find also some characteristic images you may present in class:
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=chicago&qpvt=chicago&qpvt=chicago&FORM=IGRE (last accessed Jan. 2016).
Gather information about Pasadena, Texas, too. (Don’t confound it with Pasadena,
California):
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pasadena,_Texas (last accessed Jan. 2016)
Take notes, please:
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

Task 6 (homework): Matthew tries to calm Olivia by telling her that she will find girls
worth of her friendship everywhere. He offers her his help so that she can find already
as from now new friends in Chicago via her account on Facebook. Matthew is very
patient with Olivia. He understands well what she is experiencing even though he is
different. Continue the above dialogue trying to take the characteristics of the siblings
into account.
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Worksheet 3: Matthew and his mates (2 pages)
Task 7: Sometimes roles change fast. Now it is Olivia to comfort her brother. Read the
following dialogue with your tandem partner. If you think you may misinterpret
something, look for information with other groups.
Voc.: a mate: Kamerad, Freund (BrE); to comfort: trösten
Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:
Matthew:

Olivia:
Matthew:

Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:

Matthew:
Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:

Oh, you are already back . . . How was bowling?
They bloody well didn’t come.
Didn’t they tell you in advance?
No. Benny gave me a call just before I entered the bowling center. He is in bed with a cold.
And the other guy?
You mean Daniel? When I arrived he wasn’t there, but as he is always late . . .
You thought . . .
(interrupts her) Yes, I thought he’ll arrive every moment. After half an hour I gave him a call.
He texted back that he had forgotten our appointment. He told me that he had finally found
the girl of his dreams. I can’t believe this! Daniel has a girlfriend!
What is so special about a guy of your age to have a girlfriend?
He should have told me . . . On top of that, he
wrote that he wouldn’t have much time in the
future because he wants to stay with her. It’s
incredible!
I think this is natural. How would you act in his
place?
I would divide my spare time between my
beloved girl and my friends.
Be patient! After a short while he’ll be back at
bowling when the first rush is over!
How can you know?
That’s what I’ve heard from others.
I wish you were right!
Perhaps you are jealous somehow.
Not at all!
Think about it. You like to be in the middle of
everything.
I have no problems with it. I wish I were a bit more like you.
But in Daniel’s case . . .
I never thought that you were a real psychologist. Where do you get all this information
from?
I often read the comments on the internet, blogs and so on . . .
It’s really amazing! My little sister tells me to cool down!
Yes, and if I may give you an advice: Try to control yourself when you’ll meet Daniel next
time. Dealing with conflicts is not easy.

Voc.: to text back: eine sms zurückschreiben; beloved: geliebt, angebetet; jealous: eifersüchtig; psychologist: Psychologe

Take notes:
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................
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Task 8: What does Matthew mean when he says his sister is a “real psychologist”?
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

Task 9: Do you think Olivia is right? Is Matthew exaggerating? Should he keep cool? Work in
small groups and write down why you agree with Olivia’s advice or why you disagree.
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

Task 10 (homework): What would you suggest to someone who deals with a conflict
between friends or lovers? What should he or she do? What should he or she avoid?
Before doing the homework, exchange ideas with your tandem partner or with other group
members. Take notes to prepare your homework:
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................
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Worksheet 4: How to put yourself in a friend’s place
Task 11: Most of us know very well that it is difficult to deal with conflicts. Friendships can even end when conflicts are
dealt with in a wrong way.
In the above dialogue (task 7) Olivia asks her brother:
“How would you behave in his place”?
Reconsider Matthew’s answer:
“I would divide my spare time between my beloved girl and my friends”.
Does Matthew really put himself in Daniel’s place? Or what does he do?
....................................................................................................

www.Cartoon-Stock.com

Task 12: What about the figures in the cartoon? Why are they mostly right when saying: “I know exactly how you feel?”
.............................................................
.............................................................
.............................................................

Task 13: Together with your tandem partner complete the following definition, please. First find a German word that
would fit. Then look it up in a bilingual dictionary. Before filling it in the gap, check your answer with classmates or in
plenary.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . is

seeing with the eyes of another,
listening with the ears of another,
and feeling with the heart of another.
Task 14: Imagine a friend who is often in conflict with others does not know enough English to understand the cartoon
below. She asks you to tell her in German what the carton is about, especially what the word coin means. How would
you explain the sense of the drawing?

....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
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Worksheet 5: Different quotes – different mindsets (part I)
Task 15: First, have a look at the vocabulary below. Then, listen to your teacher who will read
(and partly explain) the quotes to you. Now read them on your own, please.
1. “The key to love unlocks the doors of friendship.” (Matshona Dhilwayo, CEO of Wisdom.Inc,
author)
2. “Every one is the right person for the right person.” (Raheel Farooq, social thinker, writer,
teacher from Punjab, Pakistan)
3. “People are opportunities. The gift is in the interaction and the connection with another
person, whether it lasts forever or not.” (Colleen Seifert, professor of psychology,
University of Michigan, US)
4. “When you’re alone is when you can count your friends.” (Stephan Richards, author,
journalist, US)
5. “I don’t like to give up on people when they need someone not to give up on them.” (Carroll
Bryant, songwriter, author, poet, US)
6. “My pride is my comrades, my friends!” (Tsunayoshi Sawada; see below)
7. “No buddy is perfect.” (Saji Ijiyemi, author, public speaker, Nigeria, US)
8. Togetherness is finite. There is nothing like forever. Time ends. At different times for
different people. So we should always be thankful for the time that we spent together.”
(Aditi Bose, author, India)
9. “At times, we are the bridge that allows another to re-enter the world after a loss. Don’t
mistake it for more or its beauty might be lost.” (Danielle Pierre, business women, US)
10. “Everything made sense in a book . . . Too bad her life wasn’t fiction.” (L. A. Kuehlke,
novelist, US)
Voc.: 1. to unlock: to open (with a key), aufschließen; 6. pride: Stolz; comrade: mate, Kamerad; 7. a buddy:
Kumpel; 8. togetherness: to stay together; Zusammensein; 9. a loss: Verlust

Task 16: Describe in your own words what quote 3, 4, and 8 mean. Work together with a
partner. Write down one version you agree on.
3.

.................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

4.

.................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

8.

.................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

Task 17: Perhaps you already know Tsuna(yoshi) Sawada. If not, try to find out.
Tsuna is

..........................................................................................

....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
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Worksheet 6: Different quotes – different mindsets (Part II)
Task 18: Below you find possible interpretations of nine quotes (see task 1; except no. 6). In
teams of four students, match the quotes with the corresponding interpretation. Write the
numbers in the boxes, please. Compare your results in plenary.

may have characteristics we don’t like.
□ Friends
we help a friend in need, we should not expect too much.
□ When
has a chance to find the “ideal” friend.
□ Everyone
of love are sometimes close to feelings of friendships.
□ InFeelings
a novel, situations and characteristics may stand together that in
□ reality
do not.
F. □ Every love and every friendship may end.
G. □ We should profit of opportunities for interaction with others even
though the contact will end soon.
H. □ In times of need we will find out who are our real friends.
I. □ We should always help a friend that counts on us.
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

Task 19 (homework): Which of the above quotes do you like best. Why? Please explain, for
example:
I like quote X best because I have known similar situations or:
Quote Y is very realistic because . . .
....................................................................................
....................................................................................
....................................................................................
....................................................................................

Task 20 (homework): Which quote doesn’t make much sense to you? Please, explain, for
example:
I do not agree with quote X because it is too far away from my reality or:
In my opinion, quote Y makes no sense because . . .
....................................................................................
....................................................................................
....................................................................................
....................................................................................
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Worksheet 7: Bromances (2 pages)
Task 21: The word bromance stands for a deep friendship of two boys or two men. Do you
have any idea which two words bromance is made of? Talk about it with other group members
or in plenary.
Bromance is made of

...................................

and

...................................

Task 22 – 28: Work with a partner, please. Listen to your teacher’s short explanations (task
22 – 26). After every presentation ask questions, if you don’t understand the main details. Take
notes:
Task 22: General characteristics of a bromance:

.............................................................................

.............................................................................

Task 23: The ‘inventor’ of the word bromance:

.................................................................

.................................................................

Task 24: Well-known bromances:
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

Task 25: Bromances in the media:
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................
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Task 26: Newer developments:

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

Task 27: Check your results with other tandems. If you have doubts about one aspect or the
other, ask your teacher to repeat the respective presentation. Correct and complete your
notes.
Task 28: Together with your partner, write a coherent informative text about bromances.
Agree on one version. Cross tandems, that is, discuss your version with a classmate of another
tandem. Return to your main partner and revise your version together.
Voc.: coherent: zusammenhängend
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

Task 29: Present your version in plenary and listen to what your classmates have to say about
it. Is your English correct and understandable? Are there enough details? Did the details
correspond to your teacher’s explanations? Is your text interesting? Did you create some
suspense?
Voc.: suspense: Spannung
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Worksheet 8: Two well-known bromances (project)
In English and American literature there are lots
of stories about bromances. Probably the most
famous bromance refers to Shakespeare’s Hamlet
even though the term bromance did not exist at
Shakespeare’s time. There is the deep relationship
between Hamlet and Horatio. Horatio is the only
character who is totally loyal to Hamlet. Furthermore,
after Hamlet’s death, he is the one who propagates
Hamlet’s tragic story.
Task 30: There are many other bromances in English literature, for example the relationship
between Frodo and Sam from J. R. R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings series and that between Harry
Potter and Ron Weasley from J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series. In what particular relationship
are Sam and Frodo? And what about Harry and Ron? Characterize the two bromances, please.
Work in groups of four.
Frodo and Sam

..................................................................................

....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

Harry and Ron

...................................................................................

....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

Task 31: Describe two or three episodes about Frodo and Sam as well as about Harry and Ron
that show their particular relationship. If you don’t know enough or don’t remember the
details try to find out: You can have a look in some of the books or search the internet. Try to
get along without the help of your teacher.
Task 32: After a brief discussion, please write the episodes down. Share out the work: Every
group member writes at least one episode different to that of the others. Revise and correct all
versions. Write your final versions on sheets of paper. They are part of a presentation that you
will give to other classes.
Voc.: to share out the work: die Arbeit aufteilen
Task 33: Prepare a presentation in the form of posters. Enrich your stories with pictures and
find an appealing title. Rehearse your presentation. Explain briefly to other students what the
term bromance means. Then organize a gallery walk so that the students you invited to your
presentation can have a look at your posters. Enter in a discussion: Do you know bromances
described in German literature?
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
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Worksheet 9: Vocabulary sheet: Friendship and love (2 pages)
(graded homework/test)
There’s only
1 thing
2 do
3 words
4 you
?

Create a Vocabulary Sheet that consists of three rubrics:
English
spare time

Example
In her spare time, Olivia attends a
Spanish course.

German
Freizeit

Collect words and phrases that have to do with different aspects of friendship and love. Find at
least two further examples for every rubric. As your homework is graded, one more example,
that is three per rubric, would be better. If you are short of ideas have a look at the different
worksheets, especially Worksheet 2, 4, 5, and 6.
A. How to describe personal characteristics of friends and partners
trustworthy
Matt is really trustworthy.
vertrauenswürdig
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

B. The importance of hobbies and interests
to share
Ben shares most of my interests.

teilen

....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
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C. Expressing likes and dislikes (in a polite way)
to be fond of sth.
I’m not so fond of dancing.

etw. gern tun

....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

D. Taking position on concepts of friendship and love
lasting
Lasting friendships are very
dauerhaft
important.
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

E. Showing empathy with friends
to go through
I understand very well what you
are going through.

durchmachen

....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
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Worksheet 10: Self-evaluation: Friendship and love

Wie schätzt du dein sprachliches und inhaltliches Wissen und Können am Ende dieser
Unterrichtseinheit ein? Markiere deinen jeweiligen Kenntnisstand auf der Zielscheibe. Wenn
du willst, kannst du dich mit anderen Gruppenmitgliedern oder der Lehrperson besprechen.
Da es sich um eine Selbst-Bewertung handelt, bist du nur dir selbst gegenüber zur
Rechenschaft verpflichtet. Ordne deine Lernergebnisse also möglichst objektiv und ehrlich
ein. Das bearbeitete Blatt heftest du, bitte, in deiner Portfolio-Mappe oder am Ende von UE 2
ab.

1 = trifft zu 2 = trifft größtenteils zu 3 = trifft im Ansatz zu
Lesen
Ich kann Sachtexte und Dialoge zu vertrauten
Themen verstehen und ihnen auch indirekt
ausgedrückte Informationen entnehmen.

4 = trifft nicht zu

Medien
Ich kann Internet-Recherchen durchführen und
den Texten die gesuchten Informationen entnehmen.
Ich kann entsprechende Bildquellen nutzen.


Medien
Ich kann Print- und OnlineMedien für die Verbesserung
meiner Sprachkenntnisse
nutzen.




Schreiben
Ich kann eine Person beschreiben und
dabei wichtige Charaktereigenschaften
nennen.


Zusammenhängendes Sprechen
Ich kann zu unterschiedlichen
Meinungen über persönliche
Beziehungen Stellung nehmen.

Zusammenhängendes Sprechen
Ich kann Wertvorstellungen in
einfacher Form versprachlichen.

Schreiben
Ich kann zu wesentlichen Punkten
von Freundschaft und Liebe
Stellung nehmen.

Sprachmittlung/Mediation
Ich kann einer Person, die nicht Über
entsprechende Sprachkenntnisse verfügt,
vertraute inhaltliche Gesichtspunkte auf
Deutsch oder Englisch vermitteln.
An Gesprächen teilnehmen
Ich kann an Gesprächen über vertraute Themen, die
mich betreffen oder mich interessieren, teilnehmen
und meine Meinung dazu äußern.
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Additional Activity 1: Spanish in the Americas
Task 1: Try to find out how many people in the US speak Spanish as their first or second
language. Help: Enter for example Spanish language in the United States in a search engine.
Work with a partner, please. Compare your results.
Task 2: Perhaps you are learning Spanish at school or, as Olivia, in a language school. How
important is Spanish? How is Spanish ranked among the world languages?
First, in groups of three or four students, have a look at the most important languages spoken as
mother tongue. Make a list of these languages indicating the number of native speakers: https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_languages_by_number_of_native_speakers (last accessed Febr.
2016).
language:

number of speakers:

1.

.............................................

................................................

2.

.............................................

................................................

3.

.............................................

................................................

4.

.............................................

................................................

Then consider: http://www.vistawide.com/languages/top_30_languages.htm (last accessed
Febr. 2016): What is different, that is, why do the numbers no longer correspond to those of your
list above? What do you have to change? Rank the world languages again:
language:

number of speakers:

1.

.............................................

................................................

2.

.............................................

................................................

3.

.............................................

................................................

4.

.............................................

................................................

Task 3: Olivia’s best friend Elena is of Argentinian origin, that is, her family comes from
Argentina. Please, look at the map and indicate which are the two main languages spoken in
South America.
The main languages spoken in South America are:
....................................................................................................

(Other languages are English in Guyana, Dutch in Suriname and French in French Guyana.)
Voc.: Dutch: mother tongue spoken in the Netherlands
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Additional Activity 2: German quotes about friendship
Task 1: Imagine you stay with a friend and his family in the UK. Her/His uncle, a fan of
proverbs and quotes, has found some quotes in German he wants to add to his collection. He
asks you to explain their meaning to him. Please, write down what you would say:
1. „Wenn bei Geld die Freundschaft aufhört, ist es keine.“
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

2. „Mit einem kritischen Freund an der Seite kommt man immer schneller vom Fleck.“
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

3. „Es gibt wenig aufrichtige Freunde. Die Nachfrage ist auch gering.“
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
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Additional Activity 3: What is love without music?
Task 1: Before listening to Friends, a song by Aura Dione, inform yourself about the singer.
Where does she come from? What about her parents? What are the extraordinary events in her
childhood? How did she arrive to become a singer?
Together with your tandem partner search the internet for information and take notes, please.
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

Task 2: Find the song text on the internet and read it attentively. Then listen to the song.
Voc.: crowd: (Menschen-) Menge; lifeboat: Rettungsboot; shark: Hai

Task 3: Together with your team partners answer the following questions:
1. What role does friendship play in the current situation of the singer?
2. In what way is it a song about love?
3. What does the metaphor ‘lifeboat’ stand for?
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

Discuss your results in plenary.
Task 4: Then listen to the song again. Do you like it? Why? Why not?

aus: De Florio-Hansen, Unterrichtseinheiten Englisch für die Praxis. © Narr Francke Attempto Verlag GmbH + Co. KG

UE 2 – AA 3 – 1

Worksheet 1: Matthew and his mates (2 pages)
Task 1: Please, read the short text about Matthew on your own.
Matthew, a fifteen-year-old handsome guy, attends a (senior) high school. In his spare time,
he is practicing different types of sports, especially swimming and bowling. His other
preferences and interests reach from English literature to natural sciences such as biology
and chemistry. He has a great number of friends, but he has no best friend. Matthew enjoys
being at the focus of attention. He is not very different from most youngsters in the US.
Americans move quite often from one place to another across their country. Therefore,
friendships that last a lifetime are quite rare and it is considered a useful characteristic to be
able to make friends everywhere and quickly.
Together with a partner answer the following question. In what sense is Matthew similar to
other American youngsters?
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

Task 2: Matthew had an appointment with two friends for bowling, but he returns home soon.
Read the following dialogue with your tandem partner.
Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:
Matthew:

Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:
Matthew:
Olivia:
Matthew:

Oh, you are already back . . . How was bowling?
Shit, they didn’t come.
Didn’t your friends tell you in advance?
No. Benny gave me a call just before I entered the bowling center. He is in bed with
a cold.
And the other guy?
You mean Daniel? When I arrived he wasn’t there, but as he is always late, I
thought he’ll arrive every moment. After half an hour I gave him a call. He texted
back that he had forgotten our appointment. He told me that he had finally found
the girl of his dreams. I can’t believe this! Daniel has a girlfriend!
What is so special about a guy of your age to have a girlfriend?
He should have told me . . . On top of that, he wrote that he wouldn’t have much
time in the future because he wants to stay with her. It’s incredible!
I think this is natural. How would you act in his place? Perhaps you are jealous
somehow.
Not at all!
Think about it. You like to be in the middle of everything. I have no problems with
it. I wish I were a bit more like you. But in Daniel’s case . . .
I never thought that you were a real psychologist. Where do you get all this
information from?
I often read the comments on the internet, blogs and so on . . .
It’s really amazing! My little sister tells me to cool down!
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Olivia:

Yes, and if I may give you an advice: Try to
control yourself when you’ll meet Daniel
next time. Dealing with conflicts is not
easy.

Voc.: to text back: eine sms zurückschreiben;
jealous: eifersüchtig; psychologist: Psychologe

Task 3: Do you think Olivia, Matthew’s younger sister,
is right? Is Matthew exaggerating? Should he keep cool?
Work in small groups and write down why you agree
with Olivia’s advice or why you disagree.
...........................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

2 – UE 2
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Worksheet 2: Bromances (2 pages)
Task 4: The word bromance stands for a deep friendship of two boys or two men. Do you have
any idea which two words bromance is made of? Talk about it with other group members or in
plenary.
Bromance is made of

...................................

and

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

Task 5 – 8: Work with a partner, please. Listen to your teacher’s short explanations. After
every presentation ask questions, if you don’t understand the main details. Take notes:
Task 5: General characteristics of a bromance:

.............................................................................

.............................................................................

.............................................................................

Task 6: The ‘inventor’ of the word bromance:
.................................................................

.................................................................

.................................................................

.................................................................

.................................................................

.................................................................

Task 7: Well-known bromances:
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................
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Task 8: Bromances in the media:
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

Task 9: Check your results with other tandems. If you have doubts about one aspect or the
other, ask your teacher to repeat the respective presentation. Correct and complete your
notes.
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

Task 10: Together with your partner, write a short coherent text about bromances. Agree on
one version. Cross tandems, that is, discuss your version with a classmate of another tandem.
Return to your main partner and revise your version together.
Voc.: coherent: zusammenhängend
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................
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Worksheet 3: A well-known bromance (project)

In English and American literature there are lots of stories
about bromances. Probably the most famous bromance
refers to Shakespeare’s Hamlet even though the term bromance did not exist at Shakespeare’s time.
Task 11: There are many other bromances in English literature, for example the relationship between Harry Potter and
Ron Weasley from J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series. In what
particular relationship are Harry and Ron? Characterize their
bromance, please. Work in groups of four.
Harry and Ron

................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

Task 12: Choose one episode about Harry and Ron that shows their particular relationship. If
you don’t know enough or don’t remember the details try to find out: You can have a look in
some of the books or search the internet. Ask classmates and/or your teacher for help.
Task 13: After a brief discussion, please write the episode down.
....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

Task 14: Revise and correct your texts. Write your final version on a sheet of paper and give it
in to your teacher for further suggestions.
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