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Copenhagen, spring 2017: students assemble in front of stacks of lifejackets taken from refugees in the Mediterranean Sea on 
their fl ight to Europe 
(photo: Bernd Klewitz)

Die „Alternative für Deutschland“ (AfD)
Anlass der Gründung der „Alternative für Deutschland“ (AfD) im Februar 2013 war der Protest gegen die deut-
sche und europäische Politik der Euro-Rettung. Den Sprung in den Bundestag verpasste die AfD 2013 knapp, 
schaffte aber seit 2014 den Einzug ins Europäische Parlament und in zehn Landtage. Neben der Euroskepsis pro-
fi lierte sich die Partei zunehmend mit ihrer Kritik an der Einwanderungs- und Asylpolitik der Bundesregierung. 
Innerhalb der Partei kam es deshalb zu Konfl ikten über den politischen Kurs. Weil sich die Partei aus Sicht des 
wirtschaftsliberalen Flügels um Bernd Lucke nicht eindeutig genug von ausländer- und islamfeindlichen sowie 
antiwestlichen Positionen abgrenzte, verließen 2015 zahlreiche Mitglieder die AfD. In der Parteienforschung 
wird die AfD überwiegend als „rechtspopulistisch“ bezeichnet, wobei es in der Partei neben dem dominanten 
liberal-konservativen Flügel auch eine Strömung mit Verbindungen zum Rechtsextremismus gibt. 

http://www.bpb.de/politik/wahlen/wer-steht-zur-wahl/schleswig-holstein-2017/244711/afd (last accessed June 2018)
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Worksheet 4:  The capital’s undesirables (immigration issues and social challenges)

Task 8:

Watch the video clip to the song “Streets of London” by Ralph McTell, in groups of four, and describe the pictures 
in the video. Compare your fi ndings in plenary and discuss the meaning of the song.

“Streets of London” by Ralph McTell (1969)
Singer-songwriter Ralph McTell created “The Streets of London” with a fi rst recording for his album “Spiral 
Staircase” (1969). It was only released as a single in the United Kingdom in 1974. The individual stories in the 
song are based on experiences of homeless people in Paris, inspired by McTell’s busking and hitchhiking in Eu-
rope, so he intended to call it “Streets of Paris”. Only later he realised that he was in fact singing about London, 
hence the name change of the song. (BK)

https://www.lyrics.com/lyric/2389475/Ralph+McTell/Streets+of+London (last accessed June 2018)

The widening gap between London’s rich and poor is not a recent phenomenon, but has been the subject of 
many portrayals from one of the world’s most popular and glitzy capitals. This impression is intensifi ed by sce-
nes from “Streets of London” and the song’s lyrics that will remind us of real-life problems and question ways 
to deal with them. (BK) 

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DiWomXklfv8 (last accessed June 2018)

Task 9:

Choose a partner and in your tandem*, assess the issue of homelessness –start with your own personal experiences 
with buskers and people living on the street. Make use of the scaffolding below to guide your research. Present your 
fi ndings in plenary by a power point presentation or on a poster.

Scaffolding

What do you know about homelessness?

Name possible reasons why people become homeless.
Discuss your own experiences with homeless people and your readiness to help.

Research shelters for the homeless like the one in Croydon called “Nightwatch”. Their website will get you 
started: 

http://croydonnightwatch.org.uk/ (last accessed June 2018)

The “Big Issue” is a magazine for the homeless in London. Research and describe the ways in which they support 
the homeless and the poor. 

https://www.bigissue.com/ (last accessed June 2018)
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Worksheet 5:  Immigration and Xenophobia (British history of xenophobia)

Task 10:

Read the following excerpt of Powell’s infamous “Rivers of Blood” speech. Analyse his xenophobic attitudes by 
writing down his arguments in a crib sheet* and relating it to the fears of people he would have evoked. Discuss
your fi ndings in plenary.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Enoch_Powell_6_Allan_Warren.jpg (last accessed June 2018)

Enoch Powell‘s ‚Rivers of Blood‘ speech
… There are among the Commonwealth immigrants who have come to live here in the last fi fteen years or so, 
many thousands whose wish and purpose is to be integrated and whose every thought and endeavour is bent 
in that direction. 
But to imagine that such a thing enters the heads of a great and growing majority of immigrants and their 
descendants is a ludicrous misconception, and a dangerous one. 
We are on the verge here of a change. Hitherto it has been force of circumstance and of background which 
has rendered the very idea of integration inaccessible to the greater part of the immigrant population – that 
they never conceived or intended such a thing, and that their numbers and physical concentration meant the 
pressures towards integration which normally bear upon any small minority did not operate. Now we are seeing 
the growth of positive forces acting against integration, of vested interests in the preservation and sharpening 
of racial and religious differences, with a view to the exercise of actual domination, fi rst over fellow-immig-
rants and then over the rest of the population. […] For these dangerous and divisive elements the legislation 
proposed in the Race Relations Bill is the very pabulum they need to fl ourish. Here is the means of showing 
that the immigrant communities can organise to consolidate their members, to agitate and campaign against 
their fellow citizens, and to overawe and dominate the rest with the legal weapons which the ignorant and the 
ill-informed have provided. As I look ahead, I am fi lled with foreboding; like the Roman, I seem to see „the River 
Tiber foaming with much blood” …

Excerpt from Enoch Powell’s “Rivers of Blood” speech as delivered to a Conservative Association meeting in Birmingham 
on April 20, 1968 – edited: BK

Voc.: on the verge of: close to (a mostly harmful or extreme state); hitherto: up to this time; 
conceive: imagine a particular situation; vested: strong; divisive: causing disagreement;
elements: here immigrants; pabulum: food, nourishment; consolidate: strengthen; overawe: 
intimidate, threaten; “the River Tiber foaming with much blood”: allusion to the ancient Sibyl 
(oracle) prophesying a horrible war
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Crib sheet

xenophobic attitudes/arguments evoked fears of the people

▶ Most immigrants have no desire to  integrate them-
selves

▶ …

▶ …

▶ British culture, values and traditions might be 
threatened, parallel societies might develop

▶ …

▶ …

Task 11:

Assess the information below about reactions to the “Rivers of Blood” speech. Explain criticism and outline diffe-
rent reactions in the aftermath of the speech. Work in groups and collect your answers in the box.

Reactions to the “Rivers of Blood” speech
The “Rivers of Blood” speech offered both a superfi cial confrontation with the establishment and a focus on 
a new black threat. … The response was immediate. Just as Powell had planned, his words secured front page 
news and national attention. The following day he was sacked from the shadow cabinet for a speech that the 
Conservative leader Heath described as “racialist in tone” and that was clearly an attempt to seize the leader-
ship of the party. Support continued, however, and in the national news the actions of the dockers in Lon-
don attracted most attention when two days after the speech a thousand London dockers stopped work and 
marched to the House of Commons in support of Powell. Outside Parliament they chanted “We want Enoch 
Powell” while a protester explained that Powell was “the only man with the guts to say what he thinks”. … For 
a fl eeting moment the speech seemed able to capture the support of large sections of the British population 
and in Powell’s constituency of Wolverhampton there was a wave of racist attacks in the weeks that followed. 
… By 1970 Heath had been elected prime minister and Powell was left severely isolated within his own party. ... 
Abandoning his constituency of Wolverhampton South West, Powell moved to Northern Ireland to be elected 
MP in the South Down seat, representing the Ulster Unionists in the snap election of October 1974. ... Despite 
the retreat, Powell’s racism still lingered within Britain. In 1976 the musician Eric Clapton declared to a huge 
audience in Birmingham that Powell was right and there were too many foreigners in the country. “Send them 
back”, he shouted to the crowd, “keep Britain white!” Clapton’s outburst illuminated the growing infl uence of 
the National Front. They had prominently used Powell’s words to push the language and arguments of fascism 
into the mainstream. 

© 2018 International Socialism, Shirin Hirsch, http://isj.org.uk/remembering-rivers-of-blood/ (last accessed June 2018)
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critique of the speech political reactions to the speech reactions of the population

racialist in tone (Edward Heath); 
…

conservative leader Heath 
…

London dockers in support of 
Powell; 
…

Task 12:

Do some research about the so-called refugee crisis in Britain and world-wide, focusing on similarities and differen-
ces to the history of xenophobia. Powell did not predict Brexit, but he helped shape popular antipathy to Europe 
by reinforcing an exclusive vision of Europe. He gave his speech only two weeks after the assassination of Martin 
Luther King. In a think-pair-share* format, discuss your fi ndings in plenary. You might want to use the following 
information as a starting point:

Info sheet
In Great Britain, more often than not, integration of foreigners failed and their infl ux, mainly from Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, resulted in parallel communities. Enoch Powell, in his infamous “Rivers of Blood” speech, was one 
of the politicians who, in the Conservative party, stirred up hatred against the “unwanted” foreigners, at the 
same time playing with fears and anxieties in parts of the English population. This anti-immigrant sentiment 
was particularly directed against the Muslim communities after recent terrorist attacks and was politicized by 
the then Prime Minister Cameron, who was in favour of greater restrictions on immigration as well as a possible 
“Brexit” to avoid having to participate in a European solution to the pressing refugee problem. The same fears 
are addressed by UKIP politicians, as many British citizens worry about losing their jobs and blame the infl ux 
of Eastern Europeans for this development. Due to the freedom of movement guaranteed to all European ci-
tizens, it was impossible for Great Britain to keep out EU citizens who were willing to work in menial jobs for 
less money than British citizens. (BK)

Voc.: infl ux: Zustrom; infamous: berüchtigt; stir up: schüren; restrictions: Einschränkungen; UKIP: fremdenfeindliche britische 
Partei (United Kingdom Independent Party); menial: untergeordnet, niedrig
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Worksheet 6: Churchill’s Europe

Task 13:

Winston Churchill is called the “Father” of the idea of a United States of Europe. Read about Winston Churchill to 
understand his role in history and complete the sentences.

Winston Churchill (1874-1965) is remembered as one of Britain’s greatest statesmen because of his per-
severing role during World War II (“blood, toil, tears and sweat”) and his negotiations with the Allies ab-
out the future of defeated Germany and war-ridden Europe near the end of the war. He also coined the 
phrase “Iron Curtain” to describe the beginnings of the Cold War. As the son of the Conservative politici-
an Lord Randolph Churchill and his American wife, he enjoyed a privileged education and, before enter-
ing politics himself, served as a soldier in India and Egypt and worked as a journalist in South Africa. From 
1900 to 1965, he was a Member of the British Parliament and until the 1930s also held various positions 
in government. After the resignation of Neville Chamberlain (his appeasement policy towards Nazi Ger-
many had failed with the start of World War II), Churchill became Prime Minister and Minister of Defense. 
Britain suffered from heavy attacks by the German Luftwaffe during the war – called “the blitz”: Germans con-
ducted mass air attacks against industrial targets, towns and cities, with raids on London near the end of the 
war. Churchill proved as a charismatic leader in these times of crisis and is still remembered by catching phrases 
like “I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat” at the beginning of his offi ce, “this was their 
fi nest hour” (about Dunkirk) and the V-sign for victory. However, he lost the elections in 1945 to return as a 
Prime Minister in 1951, until his retirement at the age of 80. He won the Nobel Prize for Literature (1953) and 
was made a knight in the same year. His state funeral was near Blenheim in Oxfordshire. (BK)

1. Winston Churchill (1874-1965) is …….. as one of Britain’s greatest statesmen because of his …….. role during 
World War II.

2. He served as a soldier in ….. … …… and worked as a journalist in South Africa.
3. Neville Chamberlain resigned after his …….. policy towards Nazi Germany had failed with the start of World 

War II.
4. Churchill became Prime Minister and …….. ….. …….. in 1940.
5. In “the blitz” Germans conducted mass air attacks against …….. …….., towns and cities.
6. Churchill proved as a …….. leader in these times of crisis.
7. He won the Nobel Prize for Literature (1953) and was made a …….. in the same year.

Scaffolding

Word bank
knight – charismatic – industrial targets – Minister of Defense – appeasement – India and Egypt – persevering 
– remembered

Task 14:

Watch the video clip “Große Reden” and answer the related questions in a double circle*. Discuss Churchill’s am-
biguous role in his stance on the “United Nations of Europe” and assess the question whether the UK was to be 
included or not.

The idea of a united Europe has, among others, also British roots. It was Winston Churchill in his famous speech 
of 1946 in Zurich who proposed ways to a peaceful development in Europe by uniting their nations. But what 
exactly did he mean by that and was the UK to be included? The interpretation of his message is drawn upon 
by both Brexit proponents (Brexiteers) and their counterparts, the Remainers. (BK)

Churchill in his speech about the United Nations of Europe (Video: © Zurich University 19.09.1946: https://www.arte.tv/
de/videos/074567-008-A/grosse-reden/, last accessed June 2018)
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Questions and answers

questions answers

What had to be overcome in 1946 in Europe? …

How did Germany and France compare at this turning 
point?

…

What role did Churchill see for Europe in the impen-
ding new world order?

…

What were Churchill’s two visions after losing elections 
(1945), travelling the USA and Europe?

…

What did the “Iron Curtain” signify? …

What did the Swiss fear when Churchill delivered his 
speech at Zurich university in September 1946?

…

Instead of attacking the Soviet Union, what did Chur-
chill talk about in Zurich?

…

What was the essence of his famous speech? …
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Task 15:

In the second part of his speech (video clip 6:27’), Churchill surprised his audience by a then unpopular idea. Watch 
this part again and answer the following questions. In a think-pair-share* format, comment on how the French-Ger-
man relationships have developed in your generation.

Video: © Zurich University 19.09.1946: https://www.arte.tv/de/videos/074567-008-A/grose-reden/ (last accessed June 2018)

questions answers

Why did the second part of Churchill’s speech attract 
special attention?

… 

How did Germany and France compare at this turning 
point?

…

What role did Churchill see for Europe in the impen-
ding new world order?

…

French-German relationships in the 21st century …

my own experiences exchange programs, travels, …


