
Kapitel 4  
Ein wissenschaftlich fundiertes Modell für den Fremdsprachenunterricht 
 
S. 71: Anregungen zum Nachdenken und Gestalten 
 
3. Konkretisieren Sie, am besten zusammen mit Fachkolleginnen und -kollegen, die 
SOLO-Taxonomie anhand eines „neuen“ Beispiels für den Fremdsprachenunterricht. 
Überlegen Sie, wie man die Lernenden anleiten kann, nach und nach die höheren 
Stufen des Modells von Biggs und Collins zu erreichen.  
 
Zunächst können Sie Einzelheiten auf S. 55-57 nachlesen: 
4.1.2 Von Lernzieltaxonomien zum SOLO-Modell 
 
Thema: Why learn Spanish? 
 
Der folgende Vorschlag ist für den Englischunterricht Ende 4./Anfang 5. Lernjahr 
konzipiert. Er kann jedoch möglicherweise schon früher erarbeitet werden. Dann sind 
die Argumente, die für die Fremdsprache Spanisch sprechen vielleicht nicht so 
detailliert. Außerdem kann das Beispiel – mit leichten Anpassungen – auch im 
Französischunterricht eingesetzt werden. 
 
Task: 
Imagine the following situation: You are attending grade 8 or grade 9 of a grammar 
school where the students have the possibility to choose between French, Spanish or 
Latin as second foreign language in grade 6. Thomas, one of your classmates, has 
chosen Latin mostly under the influence of his parents. Now, at the age of fifteen, 
Thomas wants to learn Spanish attending a course at a language school. As he is 
aware of the motivation and engagement that he will need to carry out his plan, he 
asks advice from Mrs. Lehmann, his English teacher. She takes the opportunity to 
pass the question “Why learn Spanish?” to your class, because, in her opinion, it is 
always useful to reflect on  learning languages, especially a modern foreign language 
like Spanish. So she asks you to write a statement putting together various 
arguments in favour of learning Spanish. 
 
Vorgehen im Unterricht: 
 
Aus der Vielzahl möglicher Unterrichtstrategien bieten sich m. E. folgende 
Vorgehensweisen besonders an: 
 
1. Wenn die Lernenden mit Argumenten für das Erlernen von Fremdsprachen 
vertraut sind, d.h. wenn im vorangegangenen Unterricht bereits darüber gesprochen 
wurde, welchen Nutzen man für sich aus Fremdsprachenkenntnissen ziehen kann, 
steht der Abfassung eines entsprechenden Textes in Einzelarbeit nichts im Wege. In  
jedem Fall ist es sinnvoll, die Lernenden daran zu erinnern, nicht nur an berufliche 
Vorteile zu denken, sondern auch Gründe einzubeziehen, die mit der eigenen Person 
zu tun haben. Ausgewählte Texte werden im Plenum besprochen und mit den 
Ausführungen auf der Grundlage der SOLO-Taxonomie verglichen.  
 
2. In einem kurzen Brainstorming sammeln die Schülerinnen und Schüler in 
Tandems Stichpunkte, die für das Erlernen einer weiteren Fremdsprache, 
insbesondere für Spanisch, sprechen. Diese Argumente werden im Plenum 



zusammengetragen – entweder nur mündlich und die Lernenden machen sich selbst 
Notizen oder aber durch Anschrieb an die Tafel oder das White Board. Anschließend 
verfassen die Lernenden in Tandems ihren Text. Ausgewählte Texte werden im 
Plenum besprochen und mit den Ausführungen auf der Grundlage der SOLO-
Taxonomie verglichen. 
 
3. Die Lernenden erhalten ein Arbeitsblatt, welches außer der Aufgabenstellung 5 
verschiedene Statements enthält, die die Anforderung des SOLO-Modells 
widerspiegeln:  
1. prästruktural (am eigentlichen Thema vorbei),  
2. unistruktural (nur ein Aspekt ausgeführt),  
3. multistruktural (mehrere Gesichtspunkte genannt, ohne sie zueinander in 
Beziehung zu setzen),  
4. relational (mehrere Argumente gegeneinander abgewogen); 
5. erweitertes Abstraktum (mehrere Argumente zueinander in Beziehung gesetzt und 
durch zusätzliche Gesichtspunkte erweitert). 
 
Die Schülerinnen und Schüler lesen die 5 Texte durch und versuchen – 
gegebenenfalls mit Hilfe der Peers und/oder der Lehrperson – die Texte nach 
Qualität zu ordnen und die von ihnen festgelegte Reihenfolge zu begründen. In 
einem Unterrichtsgespräch diskutieren sie darüber, wie sich die Texte unterscheiden 
und warum es besser ist, Aspekte nicht einfach nur aufzuzählen, sondern 
gegeneinander abzuwägen.  
 
Lösung: 
Student 1: rank 3 (mehrere Aspekte ohne Verbindung)     
 
Student 2: rank 4 (unterschiedliche Aspekte gegeneinander abgewogen)  
 
Student 3: rank 5: (Gesichtspunkte aufeinander bezogen und erweitert)     
 
Student 4: rank 1 (kein wirklicher Bezug zum Thema; außerdem wird in Barcelona 
meist Katalanisch gesprochen)     
 
Student 5: rank 2 (nur ein Aspekt, nämlich die Verbreitung des Spanischen)     
 
 
Weitere Themen, die in dieser Weise bearbeitet werden können, sind z. B.: 
 
Für jüngere Schülerinnen und Schüler: 
Sarah (12 Jahre) ist eine leidenschaftliche Basketballspielerin. Sie trainiert drei bis 
viermal in der Woche in einem Verein und ist an den Wochenenden häufig zu 
Turnieren unterwegs. Nun hätte sie gerne einen Hund. Was spricht für und was 
gegen die Anschaffung eines Hundes? 
 
Für ältere Lernende: 
Nach dem Abitur ein Jahr ins Ausland? Wo könnte man es verbringen?  
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Why learn Spanish? 
 
Task: 
Imagine the following situation: You are attending grade 8 or grade 9 of a grammar 
school where the students have the possibility to choose between French, Spanish or 
Latin as second foreign language in grade 6. Thomas, one of your classmates, has 
chosen Latin mostly under the influence of his parents. Now, at the age of fifteen, 
Thomas wants to learn Spanish attending a course at a language school. As he is 
aware of the motivation and engagement that he will need to carry out his plan, he 
asks advice from Mrs. Lehmann, his English teacher. She takes the opportunity to 
pass the question “Why learn Spanish?” to your class, because, in her opinion, it is 
always useful to reflect on learning languages, especially a modern foreign language 
like Spanish. So she asks you to write a statement putting together various 
arguments in favour of learning Spanish. 
 
Why should Thomas learn Spanish? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Why learn Spanish? 
 
Task: 
Imagine the following situation: You are attending grade 8 or grade 9 of a grammar 
school where the students have the possibility to choose between French, Spanish or 
Latin as second foreign language in grade 6. Thomas, one of your classmates, has 
chosen Latin mostly under the influence of his parents. Now, at the age of fifteen, 
Thomas wants to learn Spanish attending a course at a language school. As he is 
aware of the motivation and engagement that he will need to carry out his plan, he 
asks advice from Mrs. Lehmann, his English teacher. She takes the opportunity to 
pass the question “Why learn Spanish?” to your class, because, in her opinion, it is 
always useful to reflect on learning languages, especially a modern foreign language 
like Spanish. So she asks you to write a statement putting together various 
arguments in favour of learning Spanish. 
 
Why should Thomas learn Spanish? 
 
Please, read the following statements of five different students: 
 
Student 1:  
Spanish is one of the most diffused languages of the world. It is spoken in Spain, in 
many countries of Latin America, e.g. in Argentina, which is the largest Spanish-
speaking country. Spanish is also used in some parts of Africa. As a global language 
it is the official language of many international organizations. Spanish is the language 
of very different cultures. It is in competition only with English and Chinese. Knowing 
Spanish makes it easier to learn other Romance languages, e. g. French or Italian.  
In my opinion, Spain itself is a very fascinating country because it unites aspects of 
different cultures, e. g. Arabic influences. 
 
Student 2:  
Spanish is a world language, but for me it is more important, that this language offers 
insights into very different cultures. There is Spain itself with its various cultural 
influences, mostly from North African countries during past centuries. These 
influences have marked the Spanish language, too. Another interesting point for me 
is the fact, that Spanish is not the only language spoken in Spain. In the North East, 
in Catalonia, most people speak Catalonian as a second language. In the North-West 
of Spain the second language is Basque. Catalonians and Basques identify very 
much with their languages and cultures. In my opinion, it is obvious that a foreign 
language allows you to get in touch with different cultures, but Spanish gives me 
insights into various cultures in Spain itself, in South America and even in Africa.   
  
Student 3:  
There are many reasons why someone should learn more than one foreign 
language. Another language always offers new insights into a culture different from 
our own. Spanish is a global language which is not only spoken in Spain and most 
South American countries, but also in the USA. That means: Talking to the variety of 
Spanish speaking people you have the opportunity to make friends in very different 
cultures. Furthermore, in many professional contexts a second foreign language, 
besides English, is of great use. Even though I think Thomas should learn Spanish 
as he already has a ‘connection’ to that language, I personally would prefer to learn 
Chinese which offers really new perspectives in comparison to European cultures. 



Student 4:  
My grandparents are very fond of Spain. When I was eleven years old, they took me 
for a summer holiday to Barcelona. I have never before seen such a wonderful city. 
There are buildings of a famous architect which I found quite amazing. We always 
had something to see or to do. The stay in Barcelona was really impressive. As I like 
Spanish food, it was the right place for me. What impressed me most was the 
Barcelonans. I would have liked to talk to some young people, but they did not speak 
English well. That is why Thomas should learn this language. 
 
Student 5: 
It is a good idea of Thomas to learn Spanish. It is a very important language spoken 
not only in Spain, but in many countries in South America and also in some parts of 
Africa. Even though English is more important, Spanish is the second language in the 
world. It is the native language of approximately 470 million people. Only Chinese 
has more native speakers. Furthermore, Spanish is one of the six official languages 
of the United Nations and it is used as an official language by the European Union as 
well as by many other international organizations.  
 
    
Which statement is the best in your opinion? Why? Establish a ranking order 
between the students’ writings. Give reasons for your choice, please. 
 
Student 1: rank …    Reasons: ……………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Student 2: rank …   Reasons: ……………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Student 3: rank …   Reasons: …………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Student 4: rank …   Reasons: …………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Student 5: rank …   Reasons: ……………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Discuss your results in your group and then in plenary. 
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