
Worksheet 1: Calling the hotline

Task 1: Concepts of friendship and love change across time. Read the following hotline call
and, with the help of your tandem partner, write a short summary.

Caller: Hi, I’ve got a new program which I would like to install on my personal system. It’s
called LOVE. What should I do first?

Hotline: On your hard disk you’ll find a partition called HEART. Did you get it?
Caller: Ah, that’s the trick. I have searched the main partition HEAD several times. Well,

alright, I’ll try . . . Shit, HEART is quite full.
Hotline: Open the task-manager and have a look under “processes”. What do you find there?
Caller: Oh, my God, Former_Emotional_Damages.exe, Anger.com., Meanness.com, Rejec-

tion.exe, and more stuff like this. Above all Hate.exe, wow, it occupies almost the
whole memory!

Hotline: No problem. LOVE automatically will remove most of this from your operating
system.

Voc.: hard disk: Festplatte; meanness: Geiz, Gemeinheit; rejection: Ablehnung; memory: Speicher (com.),
operating system: Betriebssystem

Task 2: Discuss the answers to the following questions with your tandem partner:

1. Why, in your opinion, did the caller first look at the partition HEAD
2. Why is the caller’s partition HEART quite full?
3. Why will the new program LOVE remove most of the memorized items?

Task 3: What does the author of this fictive dialogue want to express? Discuss your
points of view first with other group members, then in plenary. Take notes, please.

Task 4 (homework): Invent a hotline call that deals with love. The caller has got a lot of
problems which he or she wants to clear with the person on the hotline. Your dialoguemay be
amusing or serious, just as you like.
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Worksheet 2: How to create an online dating profile

Task 5: There is nothing wrong about online dating if you take into account that there may be
dishonest people. First, talk with your teammembers about some cautions and take notes. Then enter
in a discussion in plenary.

Voc.: caution: Vorsichtsmaßregel

Task 6: Quite everywhere you can find advice how to present yourself online in a favorable way. In the
US more than 20 % of 25- to 34-year-olds have used online-dating, and more than a third of recently
married couples met online. Therefore, it’s hardly surprising that in the US best ways “to craft an
irresistible online dating profile” are science-backed, that is, they have been examined by scientists.
Find below their main pieces of advice (for further details: http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/
technology/science-backed-ways-to-craft-an-irrestistible-online-dating-profile/ar-BBoSw4G; last
accessed Febr.15, 2016).

1. Choose a good photo.
This is more important than any other aspect of your profile.

2. If you’re not using your real name, pick a strategic
username.

3. Make eye contact, and smile!
80 % of users of the dating site OkCupid with the highest-
rated profiles had strong eye contact.

4. Don’t be like Bieber – keep your clothes on.
5. Be yourself.

Upload realistic images of yourself.
6. Describe both yourself and what you’re looking for.

The optimal ratio is about 70: 30 (who you are versus what you are looking for).
7. Show off your sense of humor (don’t just talk about it).

Humor and wit can show off your intelligence.
8. Send short, personalized messages rather than a mass text.

Voc.: upfront: offen und ehrlich, geradeheraus; ratio: (Mischungs-)Verhältnis; wit: Scharfsinn, Geist

Questions for discussion in plenary:
1. Which of the eight pieces of advice is the most important for you?
2. Which advice could be omitted? Why?
3. What would you add to the above list?

Task 7: Have a look at the world’s best-known dating site OkCupid https://www.okcupid.com (last
accessed Febr. 15, 2016). What do you have to indicate to start consulting the site?
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Worksheet 3: Meeting the special someone in person

Task 8: Imagine you have found the special someone online and now you will meet her or him in
person. How would you behave? Work on your own and write down
possible dos and don’ts.

What I probably would do:

What I probably would avoid:

Task 9: Which of the above dos and don’ts are the most important for you?

1. I would

2. I wouldn’t

Compare your results with those of your group members and discuss them in plenary.

Task 10: At their first date, most couples prefer small talk, that is, they talk about more or less
unimportant things, for example, how theymanaged to arrive at the dating place or about theweather.
On the other hand, most of them would prefer ‘big talk’, but don’t dare pose essential questions to a
person they meet for the first time.

Answer the following questions on your own:
1. Would you feel comfortable answering a profound question posed

by a person you date for the first time? Why? Why not?

2. What would you like to learn about your partner at the first date in
person?

3. Would you dare to pose essential questions? Which ones?

Task 11 (graded homework): Take your statements and answers (task 8–10) and write a personal
guide: Dos and Don’ts during first dates in person. Hand in your homework to your teacher who will
grade your writing and give you detailed feedback so that you can improve your language skills and
your content knowledge.
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Worksheet 4: The language of love across time

Task 12: In a collection of worksheets you can find the following activity referring to Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet. The assignment asks you tomatch the original phrases from the text on the left with
the modern statements on the right.

1. With love’s light wings did o’er-perch these
walls [. . .]

A. Freeze . . . I’ll be back.

2. I hear some noise within; Dear love, adieu! B. She’s the one. Damn’, I have to tell her.
3. Stay but a little, I will come again. [Exit] C. I swear, hot mama . . .
4. It is my lady. O, it is my love!

O, that she knew she were!
D. Hey, Lois, Superman fell in love and here I am

. . .
5. O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou,

Romeo? Deny thy father and refuse thy
name.

E. Gee man, don’t give a f*** what your dad
says. Just do it.

6. What satisfaction canst thou have tonight? F. I think my Daddy’s coming. Take care!
7. A thousand times good night! G. What the hell are you looking for?
8. Alack, there lies more peril in thine eye than

twenty of their swords [. . .]
H. Tonight is a real blast.

9. Lady, by yonder blessed moon I swear [. . .] I. Your eyes are a lethal weapon.
10.O blessed, blessed night! [. . .] J. Night, night, sleep tight . . .

(aus: Jochen Baier, Moritz Freiberger, Susann Spermann, Julia Weber, in: Englisch betrifft uns, Ausgabe 2/2008,
"Shakespeare and His Time", Bergmoser + Höller Verlag AG, Aachen)

Add the correct letter:

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10.
Compare your results with those of your group members or other classmates.

Task 13: Why doesn’t the above assignment make much sense? Please, swap ideas with your tandem
partner. Discuss the issue in plenary.

Task 14: Find modern English formulations for the following quotes:

2. I hear some noise within; dear love, adieu!

3. Stay but a little, I will come again. [Exit]

4. It is my lady. O, it is my love! O, that she knew she were!

5. O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou, Romeo? Deny thy father and refuse thy name.
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Worksheet 5: Romeo and Juliet, a famous couple across time
(2 pages)

Task 15: Read the short text about the origin and further development of Shakespeare’s play.
Why do you think Romeo and Juliet are the world’s most famous lovers? Talk about your
suggestions with other group members and in plenary.

Along withHamlet, Romeo and Juliet is among Shakespeare’smost popular plays even though
the plot of this tragic romance goes back to antiquity. Shakespeare himself borrowed from
two sources, Arthur Broke’s The Tragical History Of Romeus and Juliet (1562) and William
Painter’s Palace of Pleasure (1567). Shakespeare’s play, which switches between comedy and
tragedy, has been adapted numerous times for stage, film, musical and opera all over the
world and across time. In 2010 The Royal Shakespeare Company together with a production
company presented a version as an improvised, real-time series of tweets on Twitter making
use of other media sites such as YouTube.
(http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8615432.stm; last accessed Febr. 2016)

Task 16: Does the plot of Romeo and Juliet gives you further arguments for the success of
Shakepeare’s play? Discuss the issue in plenary.

Shakespeare’s play is set in Verona where two families, the house of Montague and the house
of Capulet, are sworn enemies. Romeo, a Montague, and Juliet, a Capulet, meet at a ball and
fall in love. They know that their families will never agree to theirmarriage, so they getmarried
in secret having known each other only for one night. Unfortunately, Romeo kills Juliet’s
cousin in a duel and on the order of the Prince of Verona, who wants to establish peace
between the fighting families, Romeo has to leave Juliet. If he ever returns to Verona, hewill be
put to death. In the end, after a series of misunderstandings and intrigues, Romeo and Juliet
kill themselves. Through their death they somehow contribute to the reconciliation of the two
families.
(vgl. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romeo_and_Juliet; last accessed April 2016)
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Task 17: Read the prologue of Romeo and Juliet in Shakespeare’s language.

Chorus
Two households, both alike in dignity,
In fair Verona, where we lay our scene,
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,
Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.
From forth the fatal loins of these two foes
A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life;
Whose misadventured piteous overthrows
Do with their death bury their parents' strife.
The fearful passage of their death-mark'd love,
And the continuance of their parents' rage,
Which, but their children's end, nought could remove,
Is now the two hours' traffic of our stage;
The which if you with patient ears attend,
What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend. [Exit.]

(vgl. http://shakespeare.mit.edu/romeo_juliet/romeo_juliet.1.0.html; last accessed April 2016).

Voc.: grudge: Groll, Neid; mutiny: Meuterei, Rebellion; loin: Lende; foe: Feind; star-cross’d: etwa: von
unheilvollen Sternen durchkreuzt; piteous: herzzerreißend; overthrow: Umsturz; nought: nichts, null;
toil: Mühe, harte Arbeit; to mend: heilen

Find out in what way Shakespeare tries to create suspense. Re-read the prologue and reflect a
moment. Then participate in the interactive whole-class communication, please.

Take notes, please:

EVEN TODAY

RELATIONSHIPS

MAY BE QUITE

DRAMATIC
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Worksheet 6: Writing a love letter

Task 18: Write a letter to Juliet or to Romeo.

Imagine Romeo has no time to declare his love to Juliet before leaving Verona andwrites her a
love letter referring to the quote:
“It is my lady. O, it is my love! O that she knew she were!”
My dearest beloved!

Juliet is also quite active. She wants to convince Romeo to disregard the family disputes and
writes him a letter that refers to her statement:
“O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou, Romeo? Deny thy father and refuse thy name.”

Oh Romeo, dear love,

Please, agree with your tandem partner upon who writes to Juliet and who to Romeo.
Swap your letters and revise them with the help of your partner. Present them in the
classroom. After a gallery walk discuss pros and cons of the presented love letters.

Task 19: What do you think of the following love letter written in 1839 by the novelist
Nathaniel Hawthorne to his wife, a painter and illustrator?

5 December, 1839

Dearest, – I wish I had the gift of making rhymes, for methinks
there is poetry in my head and heart since
I have been in love with you.
You are a Poem.
Of what sort, then? Epic?
Mercy on me, no! A sonnet?
No; for that is too labored and artificial.
You are a sort of sweet, simple, gay, pathetic ballad, which Nature
is singing, sometimes with tears, sometimes with smiles,
and sometimes with intermingled smiles and tears.

Voc.: methinks (archaic): mich dünkt; to intermingle: vermischen

(vgl. http://www.theromantic.com/LoveLetters/hawthorne.htm; last accessed April 2016)
What types of poetry does Hawthorne mention in his love letter? Compare your results with
those of other group members. Why, in your opinion, does he recur to a comparison with
poetry to express his love?
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Worksheet 7: A concept map of friendship and love
(graded work)

Before starting, notice the difference between a mind map and a concept map.

Amindmap organizes associations around a single concept, e. g. friendship or love, in form of
a brainstorming. The most important ideas are directly connected to the central concept,
whereas less relevant associations are to be found in the outer spaces.
A conceptmap is a learning activity used at the end of a lesson to visually summarize its main
results. Quite often concept maps focus on more than one term and try to find connections
between various ideas related to the main concepts, in our case friendship and love. Thus, a
concept map is to be considered as formative evaluation. It shows how well an individual
learner is able to create a meaningful network of the most important ideas.

Task 20: Create a concept map of friendship and love. Work on your own. First, have a look
back at the tasks of theworksheets 1–6; take notes. Which are important terms?Which are the
most meaningful concepts? Which are the main connections between friendship and love?

Example:

best friends forever (BFF)/
best friends for life (BFFL)

Common interests and values Erotism

FRIENDSHIP LOVE

virtual friends
(Facebook etc.)

friends in real life online dating meeting in real life

Task 21: When you have gathered themain concepts and terms,make a draft of your concept
map. Show it to other group members. Can they make sense of it? Taking their suggestions
into account, revise your map.

Task 22: Create a final version of your concept map on a sheet of paper. Not only mind maps
but also concept maps are more appealing when enriched with icons, smileys or other
pictures. These visual elements should not be mere decoration, but function to underscore
your ideas. Somake an effort. Submit your final version to your teacher. He or she will grade it
and give you ample feedback.
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Additional Activity 1: How does OkCupid match possible
partners?

Task 1: OkCupid is a worldwide known online dating platform (https://www.okcupid.com;
last accessed Febr. 15, 2016). To match possible partners the platform recurs to a
differentiated, science-based system. Try to find out the basics of OkCupid’s matching
strategies.

Voc.: to match: zuordnen, abgleichen, anpassen

Compare the twowebsites: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/OkCupid (last accessed. Febr. 2016),
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OkCupid (last accessed Febr. 2016).
Limit yourself to the interesting aspect ‘matching’. First read the respective passages on the
Germanwebsite. Then, confront your findings with the English website. Work in groups of four
students, please. Agree on one version.
How does OkCupid match possible partners?

Task 2: Explain the main features of OkCupid to your classmates in plenary. Try to be as clear
as possible. Perhaps you need some visual aid to get yourmessage across. Take notes, please.
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Additional Activity 2: From Shakespeare to the
West Side Story

Task 1: West Side Story, the famousmusical, was performed at the Broadway for the first time
in 1957 after a long and arduous development that took approximately 10 years. It ran for 732
performances at this theatre before going on tour. The London production ran even longer
followed by international productions on stage and in cinema. The plot of West Side Story is
directly inspired by Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.

Tell the story of Tony and Maria (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0055614/plotsummary;
last accessed Febr. 2016). Underscore the similarities and the differences between Shake-
speare’s play and the musical.

Task 2: Do you think the West Side Story is an adequate adaptation of Romeo and Juliet to
modern times? Why? Why not? First, discuss the issue in your group and then in plenary. Take
notes, please.
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Additional Activity 3: How to write love letters today

Task 1: It is always useful to know how to write a love letter. Even though you don’t think
about writing one to your girl- or your boyfriend, literature, even modern short stories and
novels, are full of written declarations of love (and friendship). Furthermore, you can ascertain
that love letters are still up to date having a look at the numerous websites giving advice how
to write them, e. g. http://www.wikihow.com/Write-a-Love-Letter (last accessed Febr. 2016) or
http://www.passionup.com/letters/index2.htm (last accessed Febr. 2016).

Please, consult the website https://www.romancestuck.com/love-letters.htm (last accessed
Febr. 2016) and read the six sample letters together with your tandem partner or your team
members. Which letter do you like best? Why?

Task 2: Write a short guide: Important points of a love letter.

Task 3: On the basis of your above guide compose an anonymous letter of love or of
friendship to a real or an imaginary person. Write it on a sheet of paper so that your teacher
can collect the letters and distribute them at random to your classmates. Each student reads
the letter he or she has drawn and gives a feedback on it without knowing who has written the
respective letter. (It is up to you to reveal your identity.)

Voc.: at random: nach dem Zufallsprinzip; to draw: hier: ziehen (Lotterie)
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Additional Activity 4: What is love without music?

Task 1: Before listening to Friends, a song by Aura Dione, inform yourself about the singer.
Where does she come from?What about her parents? What are the extraordinary events in her
childhood? How did she arrive to become a singer?

Together with your tandempartner search the internet for information and take notes, please.

Task 2: Find the song text on the internet and read it attentively. Then listen to the song.

Voc.: crowd: (Menschen-)Menge; lifeboat: Rettungsboot; shark: Hai

Task 3: Together with your team partners answer the following questions:

1. What role does friendship play in the current situation of the singer?
2. In what way is it a song about love?
3. What does the metaphor ‘lifeboat’ stand for?

Discuss your results in plenary.

Task 4: Then listen to the song again. Do you like it? Why? Why not?
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Worksheet 1: Calling the hotline

Task 1: Concepts of friendship and love change across time. Read the following hotline call
and, with the help of your tandem partner, write a short summary.

Caller: Hi, I’ve got a new program which I would like to install on my personal system. It’s
called LOVE. What should I do first?

Hotline: On your hard disk you’ll find a partition called HEART. Did you get it?
Caller: Ah, that’s the trick. I have searched the main partition HEAD several times. Well,

alright, I’ll try . . . Shit, HEART is quite full.
Hotline: Open the task-manager and have a look under “processes”. What do you find there?
Caller: Oh, my God, Former_Emotional_Damages.exe, Anger.com., Meanness.com, Rejec-

tion.exe, and more stuff like this. Above all Hate.exe, wow, it occupies almost the
whole memory!

Hotline: No problem. LOVE automatically will remove most of this from your operating
system.

Voc.: hard disk: Festplatte; meanness: Geiz, Gemeinheit; rejection: Ablehnung; memory: Speicher (com.),
operating system: Betriebssystem

Task 2: Discuss the answers to the following questions with your tandem partner:

1. Why, in your opinion, did the caller first look at the partition HEAD?
2. Why is the caller’s partition HEART quite full?
3. Why will the new program LOVE remove most of the memorized items?

Task 3 (homework): Invent a hotline call that deals with love. The caller has got a lot of
problems which he or she wants to clear with the person at the hotline. Your dialogue may be
amusing or serious, just as you like.
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Worksheet 2: How to create an online dating profile

Task 4: There is nothing wrong about online dating if you take into account that there may be
dishonest people. First, talk with your teammembers about some cautions and take notes. Then enter
in a discussion in plenary.

Voc.: caution: Vorsichtsmaßregel

Task 5: Quite everywhere you can find advice how to present yourself online in a favorable way. In the
US more than 20 % of 25- to 34-year-olds have used online-dating, and more than a third of recently
married couples met online. Therefore, it’s hardly surprising that in the US best ways “to craft an
irresistible online dating profile” are science-backed, that is, they have been examined by scientists.
Find below their main pieces of advice (for further details: http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/
technology/science-backed-ways-to-craft-an-irrestistible-online-dating-profile/ar-BBoSw4G; last
accessed Febr.15, 2016).

1. Choose a good photo.
This is more important than any other aspect of your profile.

2. If you’re not using your real name, pick a strategic
username.

3. Make eye contact, and smile!
80 % of users of the dating site OkCupid with the highest-
rated profiles had strong eye contact.

4. Don’t be like Bieber – keep your clothes on.
5. Be yourself.

Upload realistic images of yourself.
6. Describe both yourself and what you’re looking for.

The optimal ratio is about 70: 30 (who you are versus what you are looking for).
7. Show off your sense of humor (don’t just talk about it).

Humor and wit can show off your intelligence.
8. Send short, personalized messages rather than a mass text.

Voc.: upfront: offen und ehrlich, geradeheraus; ratio: (Mischungs-)Verhältnis; wit: Scharfsinn, Geist

Questions for discussion in plenary:
1. Which of the eight pieces of advice is the most important for you?
2. Which advice could be omitted? Why?
3. What would you add to the above list?
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Worksheet 3: Meeting the special someone in person

Task 6: Imagine you have found the special someone online and now you will meet her or him in
person. How would you behave? Work on your own and write down possible dos and don’ts.

What I probably would do:

What I probably would avoid:

Task 7: Which of the above dos and don’ts are the most important for you?

1. I would

2. I wouldn’t

Compare your results with those of your group members and discuss them in plenary.

Task 8 (graded homework): Take your statements and answers (task 8–10) and write a personal
guide: Dos and Don’ts during first dates in person. Hand in your homework to your teacher who will
grade your writing and give you detailed feedback so that you can improve your language skills and
your content knowledge.
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Worksheet 4: How to write love letters today

Task 9: It is always useful to knowhow towrite a love letter. Even though you don’t think aboutwriting
one to your girl- or your boyfriend, literature, even modern short stories and novels, are full of written
declarations of love (and friendship). Furthermore, you can ascertain that love letters are still up to
date having a look at the numerous websites giving advice how to write them, e. g. http://www.
wikihow.com/Write-a-Love-Letter (last accessed Febr. 2016) or http://www.passionup.com/letters/
index2.htm (last accessed Febr. 2016).

Please, consult the website https://www.romancestuck.com/love-letters.htm (last accessed Febr.
2016) and read the six sample letters together with your tandem partner or your teammembers. Which
letter do you like best? Why?

Task 10: Write a short guide: Important points of a love letter.

Task 11: On the basis of your above guide compose an anonymous letter of love or of friendship to a
real or an imaginary person. Write it on a sheet of paper so that your teacher can collect the letters and
distribute them at random to your classmates. Each student reads the letter he or she has drawn and
gives a feedback on it without knowing who has written the respective letter. (It is up to you to reveal
your identity.)

Voc.: at random: nach dem Zufallsprinzip; to draw: hier: ziehen (Lotterie)
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