
Task 9: Word bank

Please select words unknown to you by using a dictionary, digital or printed, and enter them in
this bank:
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Task 10: Short list the points made about keeping animals in a zoological garden. You might
want to sort them out into “pros” and “cons” – compare notes in plenary.

Task 11: Conduct an interview with one of the Melbourne zookeepers, bearing in mind your
personal findings. Record and, adding animal sounds, create a podcast*.
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Worksheet 1: Reading totems (2 pages)

Task 1: You can find these totem poles in Stanley Park Vancouver, made by Canadian First
Nation people. They show human as well as animal faces. Please, have a closer look at the
different totem poles and skim* the connected text; underline words unknown to you and fill
in the given word bank below.

Totem poles in Stanley Park, Vancouver

Most First Nation groups lack formal written history as we know it. So centuries of traditions
live on through creations such as totem poles. Totems are part of the Canadian Indians’ (best
called First Nations) art and express ideas of their culture, religion and history. Whereas
Europeans wrote down their history, the First Nations used totem poles to express the same.
To First Nations, social ceremony was very important and part of their daily lives. One of these
ceremonies were potlatches – held to give away gifts and select community leaders. These
potlatches were banned by the white government in the 1880 s – trying to suppress Indian
culture – and the bans lifted only in 1951.
The carving of totem poles was made very difficult after the Canadian government had
outlawed the potlatch ceremony. Most totems only last 60 to 80 years, though some on the
Queen Charlotte Islands are more than 100 years old. When a totem falls, tradition says that it
should be left there until another is erected in its place.

Word bank:
Please, select those words unknown to you and check their meaning in a dictionary,
digital or printed. Enter them in this box:
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Task 2: Find out and explain what these totem poles show and mean and why they were
built. A tourist guide for British Columbia shows a number of totem animals. On the table
below you’ll find the names of some of them and their meanings, which you can complete and
extend.

Table: Animals on a totem pole and their meanings:

First Nations belief European belief

black bear protector, guardian and spiritual link
between humans and animals

“teddy bear”, children’s toy,
friendly . . .

beaver is very busy, shows wisdom and indepen-
dence

protected, lives on river
banks, not the friend of
farmers

eagle

frog represents adaptability, the ability to live in
both natural and supernatural worlds

endangered species, special
runs have to be built to keep
cars from driving over them

hummingbird Kolibri . . .

killer whale symbolises dignity and strength (often
depicted as a reincarnated spirit of a great
chief)

Moby Dick

raven

salmon

shark not the surfers’ friend . . .

thunderbird represents the wisdom of proud ancestors not known in Europe, only
found in zoos as “Donner-
vogel”

. . .

Voc.: guardian: Beschützer, Wächter

Adapted from: Ryan Ver Bermoes, John Lee (2001). British Columbia & the Yukon, Lonely
Planet.
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Worksheet 2: Animals in their habitat

Task 3: Building on the scaffolding below, you can then locate the totem animals in their
natural habitat and find out more about the locations they can be typically found in. Write
down short descriptions and swap with a neighbour and/or in class. Add your findings to the
pictionary* (from unit 1).

Scaffolding:

Animals and their habitats

Black bear – lives in forests, untamed wilderness, attracted by rubbish dumps,

dangerous when attacked . . .

Beaver – river banks, digs burrows, blocks water flow, declining numbers because of

irrigated regions, recently endangered by fracking industry . . .

Eagle – open woodland, rocky mountains, sea side, endangered species, used to be

hunted for ceremonial feathers . . .

Frog –woodland, swamps, marshes, declining numbers, thought to be the fire brigade

of nature because of man-made changes . . .

Humming bird – exotic bird, rarely seen in natures, often kept in nature reserves

Killer whale – one of many species, biggest sea animals, whale watching popular on

Canadian west coast . . .

Voc.: untamed – ungezähmt; irrigated – künstlich bewässert; fracking – Verfahren zur Gasförderung aus
großen Gesteinstiefen

My favourite animal A typical landscape (=habitat)
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Worksheet 3: Cartoon on global warming (2 pages)

Going through the process of think-pair-share*, workwith this cartoon by using the scaffolding
above and note your findings for discussion in plenary.

Scaffolding:

Working with a cartoon
1. Content: explaining possible issues and/or general topics the cartoon contains.
2. Context: detailing a description of the images, persons and/or other visual repre-

sentations.
3. Technique: delineating possible messages and the way the cartoonist is getting them

across.
4. Target: explaining the message and discussing its possible effects on the viewer/

reader.

Task 4: Explain which wider issue the cartoon is referring to (content).
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Task 5: Describe the figures in the cartoon and the conversation they are having. (context)

Task 6: Analyse how the cartoonist manages to get his message across effectively?
(technique)

My conclusion in a nutshell:

Task 7: Explain the message of the cartoon and the reactions you can foresee. (target)

Task 8: Try to find similar cartoons (e. g. on http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
(last accessed March 2016), compare them and add them to your pictionary*.

Task 9: Select the words unknown to youwithin the topics “global warming and protection of
the environment” and enter them in the word bank below, including short explanations or
examples.

Word bank “global warming and protection of the environment”:
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Worksheet 4: Thrill seekers (2 pages)

The Calgary Herald, in an article from 2010, reported on plans of the Canadian government to
making some national parks more attractive for tourists by creating opportunities for sports,
especially extreme activities. This abridged version highlights the advantages and disadvan-
tages:

Wild parks in Canada?
Plans are under way to allow activities for thrill seekers in two Canadian national parks in
British Columbia. The Canadian government wants to attract new visitors by introducing a
number of exciting activities: such as hang-gliding, kite surfing, mountain biking and wild-
water rafting. The move is meant to stop declining visitor numbers and give people more
reasons to visit a national park.
Ed Jager, director of visitor experience for Parks Canada says (according to the Calgary Herald,
29/10/2010), “We want it in the parks where it makes sense. It will be a good experience for
visitors, where it will be done in a fashion that respects our recreational goals.”
But to conservationists such as Jim Pissot this plan is worrying and goes against ecological
preservation. He claims that adventure tourism can be found in many other places and that
“European visitors come to Canada to see unspoiled vistas, untamed forests and free-roaming
wildlife – to see what they have lost”.
The superintendent for Lake Louise (Parks Canada and Banff) Pam Veinotte says there are a
number of opportunities and concerns to be looked at, especially how the environment will be
affected and whether there will be educational benefits. She notes that the park has a history
of mountaineering.
It will almost certainly be private interests operating the tours. It is expected that up to 30,000
visitors would come from mid-June to mid-October for guided tours, which would add
important additional income for the mountain resorts. People would be given an opportunity
to get out of their cars and experience something not otherwise seen.

Task 10: Activities for thrill seekers

Read the given extract twice and then explain themeanings of the followingwords by using an
electronic dictionary*:

Word bank “sports and nature parks”

– thrill seekers

– British Columbia

– hang-gliding

– kite surfing

– wild water rafting

– to decline

– recreational goals

– ecological preservation
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